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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love
for all His people. There is friendship, fellowship,
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness.

SEPTEMBER, 2018

Psalm 1:1–2 (ESV) “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on
his law he meditates day and night.”
We are truly blessed by God when we live in the ways that are good and pleasing to our heavenly Father. The psalm
says is very clearly. And God’s Word is also very clear that those who walk in the ways of righteousness are truly
blessed. And we can say that yes, we do walk in many of His ways. But … we can always do better, can’t we? For
when it comes to walking in God’s ways perfectly … we fall short. Thanks be to God that we are saved by the right
and good living of our Savior who did all things perfectly and credits His goodness to our account.
So it should be good for us to do as the psalmist states: meditate on the law of God day and night. I know that it is not
possible for us to be in Bible Study all day. There is work to do and we are to be faithful in that so that we can feed and
care for us and our families. But meditating on the Word of God (law) all the time means that we should apply the
Word of God into all areas of our life. Our whole life is to be filled with right thinking and speaking and doing.
When we are at work we can consider how God would have us be at work. God wants us to be of certain character and
that character is who we are all the time. God seeks to grow in us such characteristics of kindness, patience, concern,
empathy, honesty, self-control, humility, etc. in ALL things. When we work in our daily jobs with these types of characteristics it pleases God.
It may happen that in some jobs you are asked to do something that you know is not right according to God’s expectations. To fudge some numbers, to ignore an OSHA rule, to hush up part of a construction flaw, to ditch a report that
indicates a flaw or shows a discrepancy—anything that goes against what is right and true by God’s standards is wrong.
It is sin. Meditating on the Word of God day and night is to consider how God would
have us conduct ourselves at all times and in every relationship.
At all times we are to be the person God calls us to be.
And when we find that we have done wrong—we repent. Immediately. We try not
to do what is wrong. But God calls us to repentance. But that too is from God’s
Word—repent and believe in Jesus for salvation and life. Pray for the Holy Spirit to
help you remember God’s Word and to apply it in all situations. Do what is good and
right. And God will bless you for doing so. We are not granted salvation by what we
do—we are only saved by faith in Jesus who lived and died and rose again. But we are
blessed when we live the way we should each day.
God help us to delight in our salvation in Christ Jesus, to apply God’s Word to all
things, and to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us in faith and life. Lord, help us to
live as He wants us to live in constantly thinking about a putting to use His holy Word.
Peace. Pastor
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Quarterly Voters Meeting August 5, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 10:45 a.m. by President Troy Henning. Pastor Toensing led us in prayer. It was moved and seconded to
accept four new voting members: Kaylie Brethouwer, Deanna Eggert, Hope Hoyer, and Heide Wohl. Motion carried.
The minutes were read and approved.
Treasurer’s Report...The Treasurer’s report was read and approved.
Balance Forward 4/1/2018 $59,989.31
Plus Regular Receipts

32,204.01

Plus Mission Receipts

3,105.00

Balance Plus Receipts

97,298.32

Less Regular Disbursements

30,531.40

Less Mission Disbursements

5,467.83

Ending Balance 9/30/2017 $61,299.09
Lynn Meinke made some additional comments on Treasurer’s Report: Paid second quarter pledge of $500 to the Ashers; gave Karen
Tiedemann $725 for her trip to Russia. Spent $650 from building fund for land survey. A motion was made and seconded to add Chris
Hollman as signer for the checks. Motion passed. There was a request to donate to the Nebraska Special Olympics. Last time we donated
was in 2010 from the VBS. It was decided not to donate.
Elders’ Report...Head Elder James Walker reports the following statistics for the quarter ending 6/30/18:
Baptisms: 2 – April 29 – Jaxon Lynn Trautman and Rylyn Dawn Trautman
Confirmations: 6
April 22: Aaron Lee Meinke, Madison Mae Persing, Elliott Wesley Reitz, Maggie Jo Wohl and Mara Mae Hoyer
May 20: Erica Christine Sublett (confirmed by Rev Christopher Gerdes, St. John Lutheran Church, Chester, NE)
Weddings: 1 – Aubrey Shore and Justin Hollman
Funerals: 2 -- April 4 – Donna Mae Kalkwarf; May 22 – Phyllis Jean Wendelin
New Members 2 -- June 3– Justin Hollman and Matt Scholz (Profession of Faith)
Transfers Out (LCMS): June 7 – Nicole (Anderson) Loeske to Good Shepherd Lutheran, Milford
James also said thank you to Roger Koch for the refurbishing work he did on the altar candles.
Pastor Report...Pastor Toensing reports following items:
·

Pastors of the circuit will meet at St. John on August 28

·

We will be having a door offering for Lutherans For Life in September

·

Encouraged members to sign up for “Everyone His Witness.” Signup sheet passed around from Tim McDermott. This will help us to be
better witnesses to those in our spheres of influence.

·

Discussed Servant Keeper software that helps us do the work of ministry Gave an update on installation; but we need to get the good
information in so it helps us keep good records and provide accurate reporting

·

We just got New Acolyte robes

·

Shared that for better cleanliness with the use of the chalice, we have been using vodka on the purificator

·

Midweek starting in August; parents and youth and staff get-together meeting on the 22nd and first session on the 29th

Pastor Toensing also shared ideas for Future planning for our growth:

·

We could invite a Gift planning and estate planning counselor to assist our members

·

Looking at offering/holding some Stewardship workshops (Consecrated Stewards; Stewardship Basics) Some workshops geared for families and

individuals for better use of household income
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Some workshops that would enhance our general understanding and implementation of our time, talents, treasures

Reported that him and the Elders are discussing plans to invite readers to assist in worship with the OT and Epistle lessons.
Memberships. Whitney Peterson has joined a LCMS church in Minnesota. Requests Voters to release her from membership at St. John.
Motion was made, seconded, and carried to release Whitney from membership
Pastor also reported on his own self-care and growth including:
Working on plans to be more efficient in his time and make visiting to members a higher priority
Will be taking a mostly working Vacation August 9 – 15 to get some things done at home and more long-range church planning time.
Will be taking another vacation – a resting vacation – after our fall activities get going; late September/early October
Board of Education...VBS was held from July 22-26. Average of 16 kids attended and included 4 non-members. Thanks to all the volunteers that helped make it a success.
Midweek parent meeting will be Wednesday, August 22 at 6:30 p.m. with first classes beginning the following week, August 29.
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 9. Rotations will still be used but divided into two age groups. Four teacher volunteers are needed from September through October. Teachers will not be committed to teach every Sunday. Please contact a
Board of Ed member if interested. The Board is also in search of a Christmas Program Director. Practices will begin November 4.
Trustees Report...David Eggert reports the following:
·

Mowed and General Maintenance

·

Church clean up went well but more work needs to be done on the pew cushions

·

UNL arborist looked at the trees and gave the following recommendations: Cut down the ash trees to the west of the church, the
north, and south. Trim up the middle trees. Take out the elm by the garage. Clean out the windbreak. Get rid of the saplings and old
mulberry. Put in two rows of cedars to the north and west of the windbreak. Put lilac bushes between pastor’s fence and windbreak.

·

We have funds for new pew cushions. The bid from Beatrice pew reconditioning business is around $6800. Passed around samples.
There was a motion to get new pew pads. Seconded. Motion carried. A motion was made to establish a fund that could be used for
donations for this expense. Seconded. Motion carried.

·

Need to change lights in the sanctuary to LED lights.

·

Look at adding height to balcony railing. We need to add 12 inches to get height of 42 inches. Reported that cable would be $500 and
glass would be $6,500. Trustees will do some additional research and report at next voter’s meeting.

·

Will burn tree pile this fall.
Cemetery Report...No report.
Youth Group...Adam Hughes-Hardt reports that the youth group had taken the summer off and will start back up on September 9.
Evangelism Committee...Tim McDermott reports that since the April Voters meeting, committee time was spent studying God’s
Word, in discussion and planning of varying topics including the following:

·

Continued study and discussion of the book, “5 Things you can do to Witness Christ.”

·

2020 Church Directories

·

Membership Photo Board. Working to locate a group of church members who want to help to take photos of members and their families to be mounted on board. A church member has been kind enough to supply the work to accomplish the bulletin board in the
church narthex for this purpose.

·

“Everyone His Witness”. Purchase was made of presentation with assistance from LCMS district. There was a signup sheet passed
around to participate in this six-week long class, hoping to have 10 or 12 members willing to participate.

·

Church Website statistics are being shared at each meeting

·

The Board of Evangelism also continue their focus of “in reach” including continued prayer for our membership, a major component of
the Evangelism Committee’s work.
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Involvement in the Doane University 2018 Downtown Tour. The Council voted to approve $200 for pens to be handed out.

Memorial Committee...Todd reports that they would like the Voters to approve one memorial addition: New candle lighters which will cost
approximately $250 for two. Motion made, seconded and carried.
Old Business...It was suggested that church cleanup day should be every spring providing a list of items of need.
President Henning reminded members to be keeping track of financial needs of any board they are on for future budgeting.
Tim McDermott and Glen Louch worked on project for replacement of the church video camera. A full report of their findings is attached to
the minutes. Also asked Todd to bring up to the Memorial committee as this could be a Memorial project to be added to the list.
Building Committee...Continued discussion and progress toward a project plan including the following:
·

In late April, the committee introduced Nate Meier of the Lutheran Church Extension Fund who presented a Demographic Survey of our
congregation and spoke briefly on the potential funds that St. John could borrow if an addition project was to come.

·

An initial site-survey was accomplished to obtain property corners, setbacks and elevations.

·

Meetings held to discuss parking requirements seen in a multi-week site survey and general floor space needed in a proposed ground-level
Fellowship Hall.

·

Requests sent out to various church boards for description of wants/needs.

·

Two meetings held in June in which invitations were provided to area architects. The committee asked for each firm to supply us with
their anticipated architectural fees in the form of a proposal for their scope of work of which one firm provided the committee with a
proposal.

·

Asked Voters to consider accepting the proposal by Architectural Design Associates of Lincoln, NE, for $3,500, plus reimbursable expenses which would include the following:

à

Architectural services for this project will include schematic (preliminary) design of the building addition.

à

Design drawings will include colored images, site plan and floor plan(s).

à

Approximately two meetings with the church to discuss the design and present it to the congregation as needed.

à

Preliminary budgeting for construction cost.

·

ADA’s scope of work is comprised of the following: Based on their site visit and meeting at the church on 6/13/18 and the design
sketches provided, they proposed to provide preliminary site plan, floor plan, and exterior 3-D images for the addition to the existing
church building. The addition will be approximately 3,000 square feet and may include a basement level if the functional layout requires.

·

Specific functional spaces will include: the fellowship hall with table seating for 150; storage for tables and chairs; a new kitchen with an
optional commercial hood; additional ADA compliant restrooms on each new floor, accessible entry from the exterior and through the
existing building and an accessible stair to the sanctuary balcony.

·

Site design will incorporate pedestrian access to the building along with adequate parking and vehicle maneuvering space.

·

Final presentation documents will include 3-D views of the church with the addition; an overall site plan and scaled floor plan. Printed
and electronic copies of the illustrations will be available for publicity purposes.

·

If this project moves forward for full design for a building permit, they estimated their fee which includes structural, mechanical and
electrical engineering to be about $24,000 assuming a single level, slab on grade addition.

A motion was made and seconded to spend $3,500 to ADA to begin process as outlined above. Motion carried.
New Business...Karen Tiedeman reports that four people will be going to Russia for one week in October to help at the Hannah House which
is a home for girls over 18 to learn a trade. They are not needing financial assistance from the church. Orphan Grain Train is assisting.
Pastor Art Brinkmeyer thanked St. John for the dinner to recognize his years in the ministry. He commented that six congregations were
represented. He felt this was a wonderful outpouring of love and expressed appreciation.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
There were 56 members present and two guests.

Marianne Tesar, Secretary
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you to everyone who has returned an Operation Christmas Child box! There are a few empty boxes on the table
in the narthex at church, if you did not get a box or would like to pack another one. Please remember:
· to include $9 to be used for shipping
· to place the gender/age label on top of the box
· add a personal note or picture
· PRAY for the child who will receive your box
· to return boxes to church by September 30
· return any empty boxes that you are unable to fill
We are also happy to take donations of items even if you don't have a box, as well as financial contributions to help fill
any boxes left or to aid with shipping.
It is our prayer that through these boxes, 100 children will hear the Good News of Jesus and further spread His love
and hope to their families and communities! If you have questions, please contact Carol Brinkmeyer or Shelley Toensing or visit samaritanspurse.com. Thank you for your overwhelming support of this project!

RECIPE FROM THE KITCHEN OF SANDI KARL
ZUCCHINI STUFFING
7 cups sliced zucchini
¼ cup chopped onion
1 can (10.5 oz) cream of chicken soup
1 cup sour cream
1 cup shredded carrots
¼ cup oleo
2 cups herb seasoned stuffing mix
Combine zucchini & onion with ¼ cup water.
Bake 15 minutes (microwave 4 min) or until tender.
Drain; combine soup & sour cream, stir in carrots.
Fold in zucchini & onion with melted oleo.
Alternate layers of stuffing mix and zucchini mixture,
Top with stuffing.
Bake 20 minutes (or microwave about 5 minutes)
Hint: *** I use one box of Stove Top Stuffing and
just fold into the entire mixture instead of trying to layer it.
*** If using the crock pot I do not cook anything separately
Just mix everything together and bake in the crock pot
on high for about 1 ½ to 2 hours
on low for about 4 to 5 hours
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COLLEGE STUDENTS…With
school starting once again, we
would like information on any of
our members heading off to college. Please let us know what
college or trade school you are
attending---send email to
pastortoensing@gmail.com

LAMBS OF CHRIST PRESCHOOL NEWS
Classes began on August 20th and 21st. At the present time we have 16 students enrolled. We would love to add more so keep spreading the word. We
again were blessed to have R2K Photography take our students school pictures
for us, thanks Rod and Terri.
I will be looking for Prayer Partners for the new school year. At this time we
have 16 children. I will have the information about each child on our bulletin
board in the hallway by the church office. Stop and sign up to be part of a
child’s life.
We will be holding a picnic at the City Park on Thursday Sept 6th at 6:00 pm. I
welcome anyone from the congregation to join us. This would be a great opportunity to show the parents how much our preschool program is supported. I
do ask that if you are planning to attend give me a call or text 402-826-0611 so
that we have enough hotdogs. Also each family is asked to bring a salad or a
dessert.
Amy Svarc has agreed to help us out on MWF as our teacher assistant. We are
still in need of an assistant on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 – 11:30
I know that September will be filled with a lot of new and exciting things happening here at Lambs. Once again thank you for all that you do for the program
and continue to keep all the children in your prayers.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
The September Evangelism Committee meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 4th. Members of
St. John continue to be invited to the near completion of the book, “5 Things You Can Do to Witness Christ”. This study encourages each of us to realize what we have in Christ and to see that our witnessing is part of our daily walk in life – as we each
have ‘evangelism’ opportunities in which God provides to us. We can find “witnessing” when living out the gracious gifts God
gives in our connections with those around us and in helping build new relationships where sharing the love of Christ is of great
importance. Please join us if you can.
The Evangelism Committee will also be nailing down particulars in further planning of the “Every One His Witness”
workshop. This would be a multi-week, lessoned group environment designed to equip disciples of Jesus Christ in sharing the
Gospel within their everyday lives. Lesson context modules are built on the core module of applying the LASSIE approach
(Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite and Encourage) to specific witnessing contexts. The previous Voters meeting allowed members to designate themselves as being interested in participating in this workshop.

Men's Bible Study - "A Man Named Martin - The Movement"
In ‘A Man Named Martin - Part 3: "The Movement"’, our Men’s Bible Study group studies and discusses how the Reformation transformed European society and, eventually, left a profound impression around the globe. The Bible Study, fellowship and great discussion are offered to all on Tuesday, September 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This session will end this series, and we will
likely be discussing our next topic of study. Please join us for participation and your suggestions.
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Please have all information or articles
for the newsletter to
Chris Hollman by
25th, thank you!

Clothing for Orphan Grain Train:
We can once again send used clothing to Orphan Grain Train. When
leaving clothes in the drop box outside the church by the back door,
please mark them for either OGT or
PCM (People's City Mission).

Special dates
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A legacy of faith---September 9
National Grandparents Day became an official observance in 1978,
thanks largely to the lobbying efforts of Marian McQuade, a West Virginian who had 15 children and 43 grandchildren during 60 years of
marriage.
The purpose of National Grandparents Day, celebrated on the first
Sunday after Labor Day, is threefold: to honor grandparents, to give
grandparents an opportunity to show love for their children’s children
and to help children become aware of strength, information and guidance older people can offer.
Grandparents — and, in this mobile society, surrogate grandparents
— also serve as examples of how to endure challenges with God’s help.
Elders describe how God remains present, faithful and steadfast
throughout the years. As Psalm 145:4 (NIV) says, “One generation
commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.”

• Labor Day, September 3, 2018
• National Grandparents Day, September 9, 2018
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2018
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15
– Oct. 15, 2018
• First day of autumn, September 22,
2018

BIRTHDAYS
1 Dave Wagner
3 Aubrey Hollman
4 Vivian Kirkpatrick
6 Natahsa Ellingson
8 Janice Reetz , Paisley
Williams, Cole Novak
9 Karla Renner
10 Blake Yost
11 Petra Dewey
13 Cheyenne DuBray, Bruce
Nitzel, Kelly Reetz
14 Tonya Clark
15 Genie Dittmer, Tim
McDermott, Linda Pomajzl
16 James Doiel, Wayne Eggert,
Taylor Shore
18 Chris Reetz, Marilyn Weidner

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
After the voting membership approved funding in which was obtained
preliminary plans for a proposed building Addition, the Committee met
on August 30th to discuss the receipt of a first round of plans during this
Preliminary Design Phase (Phase I). Members can check the church
website for updates, preliminary design plans or scheduled committee
meetings. It is the work of the committee to provide congregational
members meaningful information allowing for continued, forward
movement toward a worthy concept on which to build. These preliminary designs are a work in progress and are likely to be altered over the
next month or two.

&
19 Travis Eggert
20 Josh Wohl
22 Charles Slama
23 Abbie Reitz
25 Brady Ellingson
26 Chris Kirkpatrick, Shane Renner
27 Madison Hefner-Kattau, Brianna
Williams
28 Austin Weber
30 August Wendelin

BAPTISMS
2 Hannah Rethmeier, Marianne
Tesar
4 Jennifer Dohmen, Terry Meinke
7 Ray Bleich, Shirley Reetz
8 Michael Reiss

10 Sheila Church, Aubrey Hollman
12 Mara Hoyer, Miriam Weber
13 Kelli Jordan, Chauncey Ziemann
16 Austin Adams, Diane Gropp
17 Karen Bachman
18 Blake Yost
21 Kelly Reetz
24 Bruce Nitzel, Abbey Reetz
25 Bailey Stougard, Conner Slama
27 Paisley Williams
28 Madison Hefner-Kattau
30 Natasha Ellingson, Taylor Shore, David
Wagner
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OUR MISSION Share the Joy
of His News by growing inward
through God’s Word,
Sacraments and fellowship and
by growing outward through
words, actions, and mission
outreach.

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION
COME SEE THE QUILTS! We are so
happy to announce LWML Sunday will be
September 23rd this year. All of the quilts
we made for the Hannah House will be on
display in church that day. Karen Tiedeman
and her group will hand carry them to St.
Petersburg to make sure they get to their
destination.
We are so grateful to our St. John family for
your support of this project and want to
share the finished product with you. Some of you donated quilt batting, used blankets, mattress pads, flannel, tablecloths or drapes which we used to fill the quilts
and make them warm enough for Russia’s cold winters. Some donated material to
make into quilt squares. Some donated sheets, lightweight blankets or beach towels which were used for the quilt backs. Some donated heavy-duty crochet thread
for tying the quilts. Someone even donated a sewing machine! Some took home
quilt parts and sewed them together at home. Some cut material into
squares. Some sorted donations and organized them. Many took time out of their
busy lives to come and spend a couple days a month putting quilts together, a few
lugging their sewing machines with them. To all of you we say thank you for
joining in this endeavor. We couldn’t do it without your help!

L ADIES

AID MINUTES

St. John Ladies Aid met on August 29, 2018. Roll call was taken with nine members present. The
minutes of the last meeting were read and approved and the treasurer's report was given. A list was
passed around for more ideas of what we would like for the fellowship hall.
NEW BUSINESS: A motion was made and seconded that the Ladies Aid should buy a tub for collecting used bibles. This will be done by September 23rd. The motion passed.
An August birthday was celebrated by Shirley Reetz. The birthday song was sung. Dianne Kouba will be the hostess for our September meeting.
We sang "The Law of God is Good and Wise". Pastor Toensing led us in Bible Study on "What an
Extraordinary Love"', followed by prayer. We closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer and the common table prayer.
Shirley Reetz, secretary
“USED”

BIBLES… The Ladies Aid will be collecting "used" Bibles to be donated for
"reuse" by those who need them. Donated Bibles can be placed in a receptacle located in the
church entry through September 23.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH
Schedule at a Glance
Worship Service (Sundays)

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School & LYF (Sundays)

10:30 a.m.

Bible Class (Sundays)

10:30 a.m.

Midweek Classes (Wednesdays)

6:30 p.m.

Elder’s Meeting (September 10)

6:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study (September 11)

7:00 p.m.

Lutheran Women in Mission (September 18 )

7:00 p.m.

Ladies Aid Meeting (September 26 )

2:00 p.m.

From the elder’s
“This is the day the Lord hath made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps 118:24
It’s a new beginning with school already started and many church activities happening. What is your attitude toward participation and sharing of your talents at St. John? There are many ways you can give of yourself. Perhaps God has given
you the gift to teach or you just love to be around children. Being able to relate to children allows you to witness your
faith. Between Sunday School, Midweek and even assisting with the children’s Christmas program, there are plenty of
ways to rejoice in the day the Lord has made. Talk to one of the school board members. Otherwise, there’s a host of Bible
Studies, including men’s, cell groups, and at various organizational meetings. Contact any one of the elders if you want to
be involved and need some guidance. God bless, The Elders

SAVE THE DATE!
·

JOIN CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY as they celebrate 125 years of service…On October 6, “Concordia
Day at the Zoo”, Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha, NE. For more info, visit cnu.edu/125

·

2019 LCMS Life Conference, “Joyfully Alive – Body & Soul”, January 17 – 19, 2019, Washington,
D.C. For more info, visit lcms.org/life
THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF

DUTY

Sept 2

Sept 9

Sept 16

Sept 23

Sept 30

Organist

Jolene Reetz

Jayne VanAsperen

Jolene Reetz

Ellen Miller

Jayne VanAsperen

Elders

Ken Tesar

Gary Meinke

James Walker

Todd Hoyer

Roger Koch

Greeters

Mr & Mrs Wally
Wild & Chris
Hollman

Mr & Mrs Roger
Brunelle, Carol
Brinkmeyer &
Marilyn Nast

Mr & Mrs Terry
Dittner & Mr &
Mrs Wayne Eggert

Darleen Dittmer,
Diane Gropp &
Chris Hollman

Mr & Mrs Todd
Hoyer, Diane
Kouba, & Chris
Hollman

Acolytes

Ted Muff & Jordyn
Adam

Katelyn Novak &
Hugo Pomajzl

Skye Hoyer &
Jacob Meinke

Nick Hollman &
Colton Homolka

Mersadies
Kvasnicka & Ted
Muff

