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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love 
for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, 
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

On October 31st we will again observe the Reformation. Dr. Luther gives a beautiful illustration of 
how our Lord stoops to serve us. May you be blessed by these words from Luther. 

May you ever cherish and treasure this thought. Christ is made a 
servant of sin, yea, a bearer of sin, and the lowliest and most 
despised person. He destroys all sin by Himself and says: “I came 
not to be served but to serve” (Matt. 20:28). There is no greater 
bondage than that of sin; and there is no greater service than 
that displayed by the Son of God, who becomes the servant of 
all, no matter how poor, wretched, or despised they may be, 
and bears their sins. It would be spectacular and amazing, 
prompting all the world to open ears and eyes, mouth and nose 
in uncomprehending wonderment, if some king’s son were to 
appear in a beggar’s home to nurse him in his illness, wash off 
his filth, and do everything else the beggar would have to do. 
Would this not be profound humility? Any spectator or any ben-
eficiary of this honor would feel impelled to admit that he had seen or experienced something unu-
sual and extraordinary, something magnificent. But what is a king or an emperor compared with the 
Son of God? Furthermore, what is a beggar’s filth or stench compared with the filth of sin which is 
ours by nature, stinking a hundred thousand times worse and looking infinitely more repulsive to 
God than any foul matter found in a hospital? And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such 
magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of our sins, the more He befriends us, the more He 
cleanses us, relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of all our sins and placing them upon His 
own back. All the holiness of the monks stinks in comparison with this service of Christ, the fact that 
the beloved Lamb, the great Man, yes, the Son of the Exalted Majesty, descends from heaven to serve 
me. 

(Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 22: Sermons on the Gospel of St. John: Chapters 1-4, eds. Jaro-
slav Jan Pelikan, Hilton C. Oswald, and Helmut T. Lehmann, Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1999, 22:166.) 

In the love of Jesus Christ, Pastor Toensing 
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Please have all infor-

mation or articles 

for the newsletter to 

Chris Hollman  by 

25th, thank you! 

Clothing for Orphan Grain Train: 
We can once again send used cloth-
ing to Orphan Grain Train. When 
leaving clothes in the drop box out-
side the church by the back door, 
please mark them for either OGT or 
PCM (People's City Mission). 

  BIRTHDAYS 
1 Ken Kastanek 
2 Bruce Miller, Gary Renner 
4 Barry Doiel, Mindie Hughes, 
Nathan Patak 
6 Jarod Mundt 
8 Cheryl Skillett 
9 Amber Johnson 
10 Hannah Ochs, Dale Wohl 
12 Bryce Kalkwarf 
15 Dianne Kouba 
16 Joe Kalkwarf, Jaclyn Ourada, 
Elyana Lee 
18 Kasen Wagner 
19 Scott Brunelle, Jerad Reetz, 
Abigail Scott, James Walker 
21 Sean Murphy 
22 Michelle Kvasnicka 

23 Donna Brunelle, Chloe Davis, 
Levi Mehl, Trevis Trautman 
24 Gwen Kalkwarf 
25 Raelyn Morava, Alexandrea 
Tremblay 
26 Jerry Ferguson Jr.,  
Slane Kvasnicka 
27 Ellen Miller 
28 Jeff Tremblay 
29 Fran Sieck 
30 Kourtney Tarnick 

BAPTISMS 
2 Chris Reetz, Shane Renner 
3 Brady Hestermann 
4 Linda Lee, Dewayne &  
Henry Slama 
7 Marilyn Weidner 
8 Joshua Wohl, Petra Dewey 

9 Genie Dittmer, Brianna Williams 
12 Garrett Mehl 
14 Kirk Miller, Ted Muff 
16 Jim Ellingson 
17 Randy Adams 
18 Austin Weber 
19 Jarod Mundt 
20 Travis Eggert 
21 Lynn Meinke, Gary Renner 
24 Mindie Hughes 
25 Cinder Johnson, Kirk Johnson 
29 Colton Homolka 
30 Wayne Eggert 
31 Dianne Kouba 

&  

 



 

 

LINCOLN RIGHT TO 
LIFE…Life Chain 2021 on 

“O” Street will be Sunday, 
October 3, from 2:30 to 
3:30 pm.  Lincoln Right to 
Life is the proud sponsor of 
the Lincoln Area Life Chain.  
This is a national event with 
over 2,000 Life Chains 

around the world.  St John Lutheran location for this 
event will be on the North side 20th – 21st.  Please join 
us! 

Your church office has received an email with the Nebraska 
Lutherans for Life Fall Newsletter.  A copy of the newsletter is 
located on the table in the Narthex.  A link to use to locate the 
newsletter is nebraskarighttolife.org 

 

LADIES AID MINUTES 

OUR MISSION Share the Joy 

of His News by growing inward 

through God’s Word, 

Sacraments and fellowship and 

by growing outward through 

words, actions, and mission 

outreach. 
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St. John Ladies Aid met on September 29, 2021, with Dianne Kouba as hostess.  Pastor Toensing led us in prayer and a Bible study 
on “The Great Banquet” from Luke 14.  We then sang “This is the Feast”. 

Roll call was taken with 8 members present.  The minutes of the August 2021 meeting were read and approved.  The treasurer’s 
report was given. 

Ladies Aid received a thank you card and a $200 check from the Murphy family for Dan’s funeral meal.  We also received a news-
letter from Rev. Dr. Gerald & Heidi Paul about the damages from the hurricane in the Cayman Islands. 

Rally Day turned out well.  Thank you to everyone who helped. 

Good food and fellowship was had by the 26 in attendance at the Ladies Night Out.  Thanks to all who helped make this dinner a 
success. 

The cookbook committee will meet soon to begin work on the cookbook that will be ordered in June 2022. 

We will begin planning in January 2022 for the 100 year celebration of Ladies Aid.   

It was decided to have Janice Reetz and Diane Kahle as the signers on the Ladies Aid bank account.  Diane Kahle will have to be 
added as a signer and Olga Weidner will be removed. 

Linda Pomajzl celebrated a birthday in September.  September anniversaries were celebrated by Ray & Bonnie Bleich and Freddie 
& Olga Weidner. 

LaVonne Nitzel will be the hostess for October. 

We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer and the common Table Prayer. 

Deb Walker, Secretary 



 

LWML DONATIONS 

On August 14, 2021, the country of Haiti was hit by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake which caused loss 
of life, great numbers of injuries and massive destruction to homes and businesses. The LWML is 
asking for donations of medical and first aid supplies, over the counter medications, vitamins and 
hygiene supplies to send to Haiti. A donation box has been placed in the Narthex for our dona-
tions.   We are continuing to collect donations through the month of October and will assemble for 
the Orphan Grain Train.   
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ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN 
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11400 W. Panama Road 

Crete, NE  68333 
4 miles East & 2 miles South of Crete 

Office: 826-3883 
secretarystjohn@hotmail.com 

www.stjohnkramer.org 
Rev. Maynard Toensing, Jr. 
pastortoensing@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 

Worship Service (Sundays)           9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/LYF           10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class (Sundays)          10:30 a.m. 

Midweek Classes (4-6 grades on Wednesdays)         6:30 p.m. 

Constitution/By-law Committee (Oct 12)         6:30 p.m. 

Evangelism Board Meeting (Oct 5)          1:30 p.m. 

Elders’ Meeting (Oct 5)            6:30 p.m. 

Ladies Morning Bible Study (Oct 9)         10:00 a.m. 

Quilting Group (Oct 12)   9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Lutheran Women in Mission (Oct 19)             7:00 p.m. 

Church Council Meeting (Oct 25)           6:30 p.m. 

Ladies Aid Meeting (Oct 27)             2:00 p.m 

Voters’ Meeting (Oct 31 following Worship Service) 
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From the elder’s 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Summer is over and autumn is here.  Sunday School has started and the youth group has begun to meet.  When 
you can, thank the Board of Education and the Sunday School teachers for all the work they are doing to make 
everything run smoothly.  We have new youth group advisors, Brian and Erin Bell, and Shelley Toensing is con-
tinuing to assist in putting the many LYF activities together. 

We just had Rally Sunday.  There was a great turn out and everything went well...Troy even took some pies in 
his face to help out!  There was a lot of good food and fellowship.  Thanks to all who helped. 

We have been trying to make sure everything is acceptable to all, with the new virus mandates.  We know that 
we cannot please everyone, but we are praying that everyone can help to make this work. 

We pray that God will be with us as we continue to do His work. 

The Elders of St. John 

October 25 at 6:30 pm 

October 31 

Following  

Worship Service 
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Christmas is right 
around the corner!  The 
Board of Education is 
looking for a Children’s 
program director.  If 
you are interested, 
please contact Kaylie 
Brethouwer, Linda Lee 
or Ashley Walker.  
Thanks! 

Pastor appreciation 

Many churches observe October as Pastor Appreciation 
Month. Given the reluctance of many pastors to call atten-
tion to themselves, it’s not likely that they will mention any-
thing about being appreciated.  
 
Were someone to ask a pastor, however, what might be done 
to show appreciation to him, the answer would likely be, “Pray for me.”  
 
St. Paul never asked for anything for himself except that others pray for him. To the church at Rome, 
he wrote, “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, 
to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Ju-
dea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will I may 
come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company” (Romans 15:30-32, NRSV).  
 
Encourage your pastor by assuring him of your prayers and love.  

 


