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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love 
for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, 
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 

Dear St. John Saints in Christ, 

I pray that you have considered the great impact of living by creeds.  A creed is a statement by which one leads his/
her life.  A creed is a person’s guiding principle.  And everyone lives their life by some type of creed that guides 
them—even if they don’t realize it.  To say, “I don’t live by any creed,” well, that, in itself, is a creed. 

Watch out for creeds that are self-centered and self-serving.  This can be easy to spot.  A creed I often heard in my 
youth in public high school was this: “You’ve got to watch out for number one (yourself).”  It can be phrased in mul-
tiple ways.  “I’m watching out for myself.”  “I make my own rules.”  “I’m number one.”  Etc.  To really think this 
way is to live with yourself in the center.  And, perhaps not realizing it, those who live by this way of guiding their 
lives have made themselves their own god.   

And if we are honest with ourselves … we may have thought or said some of these same self-serving statements to 
ourselves.  If so, we repent of such statements and ways of thinking.  We turn once again to the creeds of Scripture 
and the creeds of the Church.  We turn to Christ for forgiveness and seek Him as God and Lord.  

The foremost, short, and yet most powerful creedal statement we find is in Paul’s first letter to the congregation in 
Corinth.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV): Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the 
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.  

JESUS IS LORD.  That is our creed.  Christ is at the center of how we live our lives.  God is Number One.  The 
creeds of the Church expand upon this short creed.  The Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian 
Creed make statements about what the Scripture reveals about God.  He is One God and Three Persons.  He is Cre-
ator—He made everything out of nothing by His Word.  God is Redeemer—the Son, Jesus, came and took on hu-
man flesh that He might live, suffer, die and rise again to save us from our sin.  God is Sanctifier—the Holy Spirit 
works through the Word of God to bring us to faith in Jesus as Lord.  The Spirit works through the Word of God to 
move us to live holy and upright lives.  These revelations inform our hearts and minds in all that we do and confess 
and believe and live. 

These creeds help us to understand our purpose: we are to receive the grace 
and the gifts of God.  We are for Him to love and to show that He is our 
God, our Maker and our Savior.  We are to thank, praise, serve and obey 
Him in all that we do.  And He is merciful.  He forgives us when we go astray 
and He continually calls us back to Himself in grace. 

Consider what guides you in life.  If you have bought into self-centered state-
ments and put yourself in the center, repent.  Turn to Christ, receive His 
forgiveness and grace, and confess Jesus Christ as Lord.  This creed will guide 
you in all that is good and right as it is His Word and it is God’s revealed 
truth for us and for all the world.  God grant us hearts and minds that rightly 
confess Jesus is Lord.   

In the Peace of Christ, Pastor Toensing 
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Please have all infor-
mation or articles 

for the newsletter to 
Chris Hollman  by 
25th, thank you! 

Clothing for Orphan Grain Train: 
We can once again send used cloth-
ing to Orphan Grain Train. When 
leaving clothes in the drop box out-
side the church by the back door, 
please mark them for either OGT or 
PCM (People's City Mission). 

  

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Ken Kastanek 
2 Bruce Miller, Gary Renner 
4 Barry Doiel, Mindie Hughes, 
Nathan Patak 
6 Jarod Mundt 
9 Amber Johnson 
10 Hannah Ochs, Dale Wohl 
12 Bryce Kalkwarf  
15 Maynard Hessheimer, Dianne 
Kouba 
16 Joe Kalkwarf, Jaclyn Ourada, 
Elyana Lee 
19 Scott Brunelle, Jerad Reetz, 
Abigail Scott, James Walker 
21 Sean Murphy 
22 Michelle Kvasnicka 

23 Donna Brunelle, Chloe Davis, 
Levi Mehl, Bruce Tiedeman, 
Trevis Trautman 
24 Gwen Kalkwarf 
25 Raelyn Morava, Alexandrea 
Tremblay 
26 Jerry Ferguson Jr., Slane Kvas-
nicka 
27 Ellen Miller 
28 Jeff Tremblay 
29 Fran Sieck 
30 Kourtney Tarnick 
 
BAPTISMS 
2 Chris Reetz, Shane Renner 
3 Brady Hestermann 

4 Linda Lee, Dewayne & Henry Slama 
7 Marilyn Weidner 
8 Joshua Wohl, Petra Dewey 
9 Genie Dittmer, Brianna Williams 
12 Garrett Mehl 
14 Kirk Miller, Ted Muff 
16 Jim Ellingson 
17 Randy Adams 
18 Austin Weber 
19 Jarod Mundt 
20 Travis Eggert 
21 Lynn Meinke, Gary Renner 
24 Mindie Hughes 
25 Cinder Johnson, Kirk Johnson 
29 Colton Homolka 
30 Wayne Eggert 
31 Dianne Kouba 

&  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Thank you to everyone who has returned an Operation Christmas Child 
box!  During October, LWML will be doing last preparations and boxes will be 
delivered to a collection site in November. IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO RE-
TURN BOXES if you still have one.   

We are also still welcoming financial donations to aid with shipping.  

It is our prayer that through these boxes, 100 children will hear the Good News 
of Jesus and further spread His love and hope to their families and communi-
ties!  If you have questions, please contact Carol Brinkmeyer or Shelley Toens-
ing or visit samaritanspurse.com                                                                  

After sharing the story of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus said “Go and do like-
wise.” That is the mission of Samari-
tan's Purse—to follow the example of 
Christ by helping those in need and 
proclaiming the hope of the Gospel.  

Thank you for your overwhelming support of this project!  

 

SAVE THE DATE…2019 LCMS Life Conference, “Joyfully Alive – 
Body & Soul”, January 17 – 19, 2019, Washington, D.C.  For more info, visit 
lcms.org/life 

Do you like to sing?  Here is your 
opportunity!  On November 4 
choir rehearsals will begin at 8:20 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall every 
Sunday morning until Easter.  
Please join us for this special op-
portunity to serve the Lord.   



 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—”REEL TO REAL” 
In a new Lutheran Hour Ministries’ Bible study entitled “Reel to Real”, 
the Men’s group at St. John will look at the similarities between our ad-
ventures with the fishing reel and our real life with families and friends. 
This series was created to be a fun and relaxing discussion starter. The 
fishermen in this video series share their thoughts, but the feedback and 
comments in our group are what’s key for this study. Most importantly, 
you don’t have to own a boat to enjoy the company and conversation. 
Wade into the water on 
Tuesday, October 9th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

OUR MISSION Share the Joy 
of His News by growing inward 

through God’s Word, 
Sacraments and fellowship and 
by growing outward through 
words, actions, and mission 

outreach. 
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LADIES AID MINUTES 
St. John Ladies Aid met on September 26, 2018, with Dianne Kouba as hostess.  We opened the meeting by singing "May We 
Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill".  Pastor Toensing led us in prayer and a Bible Study on Hypocrites. 

     Roll call was taken with nine members present.  The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved and the treasurer's 
report was given. 

     OLD BUSINESS:  We have collected some used bibles.  A motion was made and seconded to keep them until we get more 
and decide where to send them.  Motion passed. 

     NEW BUSINESS;  Carol suggested we should think about Christmas ideas for the shut-ins.  It was decided that we will de-
cide at October's meeting. 

     A birthday was celebrated in September by Linda Pomajzl and anniversaries were celebrated by Ray and Bonnie Bleich, 
Freddie and Olga Weidner, Wally and Noreen Wild and Del and Irene Reiss. 

     LaVonne Nitzel will be our hostess for next month.   We closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer and common table 
prayer.                                                                                                 Shirley Reetz,  secretary   

 

 

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Building Committee met again on September 27th in further discussion of honing the Architect’s preliminary 
plan with the hope of offering a basic presentation for feedback from Voter’s during the October meeting. The 
Preliminary Design Phase (Phase I) plan can be found on the church website, along with meeting updates. It is the 
hope of the committee to provide congregational members meaningful information allowing for continued, for-
ward movement toward a suitable concept on which to consider its funding support. These preliminary designs are 
a work in progress and are likely to be altered. 
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ANNUAL CRAFT & BAKE SALE 

Plans are being made to hold our bake and 
craft sale and soup dinner on December 1 
and 2.  Please be thinking how you can be 
part of this money raising event.  We need 
everyone to help, as it is a congregational 
event.  Helpers will be needed to set up, 
help pricing and many other things.  
Please let us know how you can help.  
Questions?  Call Donna Hillgren at 
402/826-0939 or Jolene Reetz at 
402/826-9226 

LAMBS OF CHRIST PRESCHOOL 
Parent /Teacher Conferences…I will be hold conferences on October 3rd 
and 4th.  I am looking forward to sharing with the parents how much the chil-
dren have grown socially and spiritually in such a short time. 

Pumpkin Festival…The festival is quickly approaching. The students will be 
part of decorating a scarecrow for the contest downtown. We also will be spon-
soring a carnival game during the festival. Stop by and see us on Sunday,  Octo-
ber 7. 

Pancake Feed…We will be holding our annual pancake fundraiser on Sunday,  
October 14.  We will be serving from 10:00 -12:30. Come join us for some 
great food, fellowship and entertainment. The children will also be singing in 
church that morning. 

Prayer Partners…I am still in need of Prayer Partners for the new school 
year. The information about each child is on our bulletin board in the hallway by 
the church office. Stop and sign up to be part of a child’s life. 

God’s Blessing, Kathy Oelschlager 

lambsofchristcrete@gmail.com    402/826-4375 

MAIN STREET LIVING 
Main Street Living is a television program that has been airing throughout South Dakota for 17 years. Recently they engaged in 
expanding into surrounding areas. This program will begin airing in Lincoln on KLKN on Sunday morning October 7, 2018 at 
10:00 a.m. The program will open with re-mastered episodes of the popular “This is the Life” television series from Lutheran 
Hour Ministries. The second half hour will be a modified Lutheran worship service and will feature local Pastors from the 
KLKN broadcast area. A different Pastor from Missouri Synod churches in the area will be featured on the program each week. 
The prime goal is to offer a worship experience to the many who cannot, will not, or do not attend worship on a regular basis. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

                 The October Evangelism Committee meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 2nd. Mem-
bers of St. John are also invited to be a part of a new topic of discussion based upon a Concordia Mission Society “Good News” 
periodical  entitled, “Baptize & Teach: Curriculum #1” from this an earlier Publication. More information will be shared at the 
meeting. Please join us if you can. 

            The Evangelism Committee has also begun the introduction of the “Every One His Witness” workshop. This multi-
week, lessoned group environment began on Wednesday, September 26th and is designed to equip disciples of Jesus Christ in 
sharing the Gospel within their everyday lives. Lesson context modules are built on the core module of applying the LASSIE 
approach (Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite and Encourage) to specific witnessing contexts. The previous Voters meeting allowed 
members to designate themselves as being interested in participating in this workshop.     



 

ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH –LCMS 

11400 W. Panama Road 
Crete, NE  68333 

4 miles East & 2 miles South of 
Crete 

Office: 826-3883 
secretarystjohn@hotmail.com 

www.stjohnkramer.org 
Rev. Maynard Toensing, Jr. 

pastortoensing@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 

Schedule at a Glance 

Worship Service (Sundays)           9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  & LYF (Sundays)                     10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class (Sundays)          10:30 a.m. 

Midweek Classes (Wednesdays)                       6:30 p.m. 

Evangelism Committee Meeting (October 2)               7:00 p.m. 

Elder’s Meeting (October 8)          6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Bible Study (October 9)                                     7:00 p.m. 

Lutheran Women in Mission ( October 16)          7:00 p.m. 

Ladies Aid Meeting (October 31)          2:00 p.m. 

DUTY Oct 7, 2018 Oct 14 , 2018 Oct 21, 2018 Oct 28, 2018 

Organist Jayne VanAsperen Jolene Reetz Jayne VanAsperen Jolene Reetz 

Elders Todd Hoyer Ken Tesar Terry Dittmer Roger Koch 

Greeters 
Mr & Mrs Roger Koch 

and Mr & Mrs Mike 
Langfeldt 

Mr & Mrs Jeff Meinke 
and Mr & Mrs Glen 

Louch 

Mr & Mrs Tim McDermott 
and Mr & Mrs Larry      

Pomajzl 

Mr & Mrs Dave Musil, 
Barb Meinke and Fran 

Sieck 

Acolytes Katelyn & Cole Novak Colton & Calen    
Homolka 

Nick Hollman & Kian  
Morris 

Skye Hoyer, Ted Muff 
& Mersadies Kvasnicka 

THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

PAGE 5 ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

FROM THE ELDERS 
As we move into the fall time of the year, things will be changing---school has started up again.  Church-wise, Midweek , 
Sunday School and LYF have begun the 2018-2019 Christian education  classes.  The Board of Education is always looking 
for teachers---why not try it or maybe tag team with someone and teach a couple weeks.  The after church Bible Study is 
well attended but there is room for more.  We are always studying some interesting books of the Bible.  It’s also a good 
time for fellowship with other members.  To top it all off, we also have GREAT snacks!  We always need to look at our 
personal growth in the Lord.  Are we reading the Bible and doing devotions on a daily schedule?  Our growth needs to be 
more than just one hour a week at church.        The Elders 

LYF NEWS 
The LYF will be going to Roca Berry Farm on October 13 at 8:15 am.  Also (and this is imporant!), we are looking for chaper-
ons to go along with us.  Please help us out!   On Sunday, October 7, we are planning our annual Road Side Cleanup after 
church .  And, as always, we will sponsor Trunk or Treat.  This year it will be Friday, October 26 at 6:30 pm with LYF Party 
and Lock-in to follow.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the lock-in as well.  Hope to see you…fun times ahead for 
October! 
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MINISTER TO YOUR MINISTERS! 
In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month, use these alphabeti-
cal reminders of how to treat your pastor:  

Accept them as people.  
Build them up. Say “thank you.”  
Communicate with them.  
Defend them when someone tries to run them down.  
Entertain them. They like to have fun, too!  
Family. Allow them to have a family life.  
Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around them.  
Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect them.  
Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern.  
Judge not! Avoid being critical.  
Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated.  
Love. See 1 Corinthians 13.  
Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other families.  
Nurture. Help them grow in grace.  
Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless.  
Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily.  
Quelch not. Encourage instead!  
Rejoice in and with them.  
Surprise them — in little and big ways.  
Trust them. Believe in them.  
Understand them. Put yourself in their place.  
Vacation. They need time away.  
Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an invitation.  
eXpend yourself, not them.  
Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and dignity.  
Zap all gossip! 

STICK WITH IT! 

“If I’ve learned anything about friendship, it’s to hang in, 
stay connected,” says journalist Jon Katz. “Don’t walk 
away, don’t be distracted, don’t be too busy or tired, 
don’t take them for granted. Friends are part of the glue 
that holds life and faith together.”  
 
This applies to church life too. When we’re annoyed by 
some aspect of congregational life or caught in conflict 
with other members, it’s tempting to drift away to anoth-
er church — or no church. Even when all is fine, we 
sometimes let church take a back seat. But our bonds 
with the family of God are “part of the glue that holds life 
and faith together.” For the sake of the bene-
fits we gain and give, may we “hang in [and] 
stay connected” with our church family. May 
we not “walk away [or] be distracted, ... be 
too busy or tired.” May we not take one an-
other for granted but thank God for this 
“glue” — even when things get a bit sticky!  


