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Come to the cross and learn of God’s great love 
for all His people.  There is friendship, fellowship, 
and the gift of God’s word of forgiveness. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus, 

My bible reading recently has taken me through the book of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was a prophet sent by the Lord to 
proclaim God’s Word.  His ministry covered the beginning portions of the Exile when some of the people had been 
taken captive to Babylon.  In chapter 29 we find Jeremiah writing a letter to the exiles.  It is included in the writings 
that record his works.  And, in the name of the Lord, Jeremiah gives them this advice: 

Jeremiah 29:7 (ESV): “But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  

Even though they were in exile, captive, away from home, lost, etc., still, the Lord, full of mercy, sought their well-
being.  The Lord still wanted them to prosper and do well.  The Lord still wanted them to receive His blessings—
even while captive in a foreign land. 

These words and this advice serve us well too.  We should seek the welfare of the community where 
we live under God’s grace.  For in the welfare of our community (city, state, nation) is where we 
will find our welfare, too.  Therefore, we should pray for our neighbors’ blessing.  We should pray 
for the community where we live.  For the teachers and staff where our children (grandchildren) go 
to school.  For the business we frequent and need.  For the leaders and workers of our community.  
For our bosses and co-workers and work environment.  For our first responders.  For our legislators 
and elected officials.  Etc., etc.   

We should also consider how we can contribute to our communities.  Is there some way we can participate in ways 
to improve and protect them?  Are there volunteer opportunities where we can use our talents and skills?  We do 
this in our church community, too.  We pray for and we seek to participate with others in the functions and growth 
of these communities.   

This advice is found in the same chapter and the same letter that we have this verse:  Jeremi-
ah 29:11 (ESV): “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

Jeremiah says in his letter to the exiles: “Thus says the Lord”.  This is God’s Word and in-
struction to us.  We hear and heed God’s Word and we receive, by faith, the blessings God 
gives.  His Word proclaims to us salvation in Jesus’ name and that He gives us the good gifts 
we receive.  God gives and forgives.  As He blessed the Israelites both at home and in a for-
eign land, so also will the Lord watch and keep you in your home and in the places you fre-
quent.  Jesus promised, “I am with you always.”   

God grant that we continue to receive His blessings of salvation and all that is good.  God 
help us to pray for and seek the good of our community and that we may be a blessing to 
them, for in them and through them, God will bless us. 

In Christ our Savior, Pastor Toensing  
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BIRTHDAYS 
1 Kian Morris 
2 Lilian Underwood 
3 Jennifer Meinke 
7 Cari Henning 
8  Victoria Slama 
9  Rollo Schultz 
11 Charlie Slama 
12 Amy Hollman, Lillan Kubicek, 
Debra Wendelin 
13  Jessica Trautman 
14 LaShalle Hughes, Kaylie 
Brethouwer 
16  Donna Hillgren, Christopher 
Ladman, Brandee Samples, Sami 
Weber 
17  Lee Miller 

19  Karen Tiedeman 
20  James Haufle, Christina Rezac 
21  Kristi Reetz 
22 Dean Prochnow 
23 Dominick Hensley 
26  Shawna Heusinkvelt 
27  Dan Underwood, Grayden 
Easley 
28 Kourtlynn Reetz 
30 Pastor Maynard Toensing 
 
BAPTISMS 
1  Linda Eggert, Verna Schultz 
2  Jolene Reetz 
3 Addilyn Brethouwer4  Bradley Jr., 
Hugo, & Olivia Pomajzl, Susan  
Vosika 

 
6  Haylee Shore 
7  Cindy Hoesche, Steven Toensing 
9   Isaac Meinke 
10 Braxton Hartman 
12 Loren Beck, Marla Musil, Kurt Reetz 
13  Bruce Miller,  
15  Amy Hollman, Travis Shore 
16 Cheryl Langfeldt 
17  Maggie Wohl 
20  Jerry Ferguson 
21  Marlow Meinke 
22  Jordyn Adam 
24 Donna Hillgren, Drew Trautman 
26 Kian Morris 
29 Alice Poole, Jaxon Trautman, Rylyn 
Trautman 
30 Brandee Samples 

&  

April 3 10:30 am & 7:30 pm 

“Tramping Feet” John 18:1-6 

Pianist (10:30 am & 7:30 pm):  Ellen Miller 

Elder (7:30 pm):  Mitch Homolka 

Greeters (7:30 pm):  Chris Hollman 

Acolytes (7:30 pm):  Hugo Pomajzl & Jordyn 
Adam 

April 10 10:30 am & 7:30 pm 

“Shouting Mob” Matthew 27:15-25 

Pianist (10:30 am & 7:30 pm):  Ellen Miller 

Elder (7:30 pm):  Mitch Homolka 

Greeters (7:30 pm):  Mr & Mrs Jeff Meinke 

Acolytes (7:30 pm):  Nick Hollman & Kian 
Morris 

 

APRIL LENTEN SERVICES 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
April 14 Palm Sunday with Communion 9:00 am 

Sunday School & Midweek  youth will sing  

*See Duty Roster on Page 5* 

April 18 Maundy Thursday with Communion 7:00 pm 

“Sloshing Water” John 13:1-20 

Organist:  Jayne VanAsperen 

Elder:  Terry Dittmer 

Greeters:  Mr & Mrs Bob Renner 

Acolytes:  Jordyn Adam & Jacob Meinke 

April 19 Good Friday 7:00 pm 

Organist:  Jolene Reetz 

Elder:  James Walker 

Greeters:  Mr & Mrs Byron Shore 

Acolytes:  Hugo Pomajzl & Nick Hollman 

Easter Sunrise Service with Communion 6:30 am 

*See Duty Roster on Page 5* 

LYF Sponsored Eater breakfast following Sunrise Service 

Easter Worship Service with Communion 9:00 am 

*See Duty Roster on Page 5* 



 

APRIL EVANGELISM COMMITTEE UPDATE 
            The Evangelism Committee will hold its next regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. All members of St. John are en-
couraged and welcomed to attend. This committee’s open meeting will begin 
with a Bible Study as taken from Concordia Mission Society’s “Good News” 
periodical. 
  
 
 
 
 

“EVERYONE HIS WITNESS” WORKSHOP INVITATION 
            "Everyone His Witness" helps to equip the disciples of Jesus Christ in 
witnessing to others in everyday lives among the relationships we have with 
others. The six, one-hour sessions of E1HW is hoped to be presented in a one-
day, Saturday workshop facilitated by Pastor Toensing here at St. John. You are 
invited to participate by utilizing the sign-up sheet located in the narthex with 
your indication of interest. This will help determine which date might best 
work for everyone. The workshop is planned from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on a 
chosen Saturday. A light lunch will be provided.  
  

OUR MISSION Share the Joy 
of His News by growing inward 

through God’s Word, 
Sacraments and fellowship and 
by growing outward through 
words, actions, and mission 

outreach. 
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LAMBS OF CHRIST PRESCHOOL 

Lambs of Christ Preschool celebrated Grandparents on March 25 and 26th. Grandparents joined us for the day to see how we 
spend our mornings .After exploring the classroom each child did a special craft project with their grandparent. Pastor Benson 
held chapel for us. We learned how Jesus came to be a servant and not to be serve. Snack, story time and singing were enjoyed 
by all ages. We are so blessed that the children have wonderful adults in their lives.  

Registration has begun for the 2019-20 school year. We have a MWF class for 4-5 year olds and T/TH for 3-4 year olds. Please 
contact the school or myself at 402-826-0611 if you have any questions. We are looking forward to Easter celebrations and 
warmer spring weather.    God’s Blessings, Kathy Oelschlager 

lambsofchristcrete@gmail.com     402/826-4375 

PREPARE FOR BLAST OFF!!! 

VBS 2019 is scheduled for July 21-25 
from 5-7:30pm. Registration for kids 
and volunteers to come soon...tell your 
friends! 

For questions contact Kaylie 

LWML NEWS 

LWML is collecting items for hygiene kits for Orphan Grain Train.  We have collected most of the items —the only 
items still needed are bath towels and wash cloths.  Bath towels and washcloths should be in good condition and dark 
colors are recommended.  There is a collection container in the narthex at church.  We will continue to collect items 
during the month of April.  Thank you for helping to provide these basic needs to people in need. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

We are organizing a new church prayer chain.  If you choose to participate, you have the option of receiving prayer requests 
via email or phone.  Pastor will be setting up an email to be used specifically for prayer requests, and LWML will organize 
those who wish to receive phone calls.  If you would like to be part of the prayer chain, please sign up on the sheet in the nar-
thex.  



 

The LYF sponsored Easter Egg Hunt will be held Saturday, April 13 at 
10:00 am at St John Church, with a Cookie Social to follow.  We have 
moved  the Easter Egg Hunt up a week to avoid conflicts with other lo-
cal Easter Hunts.  We are looking for candy donations from the congre-
gation, as in the past years, with no loose candy like M&Ms and jelly 
beans.  The LYF members will have to be at the church at 8:00 am Sat-
urday, April 13, in order to hide eggs and get ready for the hunt.  The 
LYF will also sponsor the Easter Breakfast after the Sun Rise Service on 
Easter Sunday.  LYF members and helpers will need to be at church at 
5:30 am to prepare for this.  This is a busy time for us by ALWAYS 
worth the work!  Thanks for your support! 

LADIES AID MINUTES 

LYF NEWS 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 
AND MIDWEEK STUDENTS 

On Palm Sunday, April 14, Midweek 
students and Sunday School children 
will sing at the very beginning of wor-
ship.  Please plan to have your children 
attend worship on April 14 to be a part 
of that.  Also, please have them pre-
sent in Sunday School on April 7 so 
that we can help the little ones practice 
coming in with palms waving.  We 
will practice the songs each week until 
then.  Thanks! 

 

St. John Ladies Aid met on March 27,2019.  After the morning Lenten Service we held a covered dish luncheon for the con-
gregation.  After the luncheon, we held our regular monthly meeting.  Roll call was taken with nine members present.  The 
minutes of the last meeting were read and approved and the treasurers report was given. 

Diane Kahle reported on information she had gotten for Ladies Night Out.   A motion was made and seconded to have Ladies 
Night Out on Tuesday, April 30th at 6:00P.M.  We will have more information at a later date.  Motion carried.  All ladies of 
the congregation are invited. 

Dianne Kouba asked if we would continue donating cookies for the blood drive.  We agreed to continue. 

Bob and JoAnn Renner celebrated an anniversary in March. 

JoAnn Renner is hostess in April.  We closed with the Lord's Prayer.                                  Shirley Reetz, Secretary 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—”REGRETS, REALITY, RESTORATION” 

The simple truth is life is full of regrets.  Imprinted on our psyches, some resist all attempts at erasure.  What do we do when 
the condemning memory of past offense(s) won’t be silenced?  Is there a way our beyond our backstory?  “Regrets, Reality, 
Restoration” shows there is, by sharing the life stories of those who have found resolution and victory over the heartache of 
their pasts.  You are invited to join the men of St. John on Tuesday, April 9 at 7:00 pm in the Church Fellowship Hall. 



 

ST .  JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH –LCMS 

11400 W. Panama Road 
Crete, NE  68333 

4 miles East & 2 miles South of Crete 
Office: 826-3883 

secretarystjohn@hotmail.com 
www.stjohnkramer.org 

Rev. Maynard Toensing, Jr. 
pastortoensing@gmail.com 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER GROWTH 

Schedule at a Glance 

Worship Service (Sundays)           9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School and LYF (Sundays)                    10:30 a.m. 

Bible Class (Sundays)          10:30 a.m. 

Midweek Classes (Wednesdays)                       6:30 p.m. 

Elder’s Meeting (April 1)          6:30 p.m. 

Evangelism Committee (April 2)          7:00 p.m. 

Men’s Bible Study (April 9)          7:00 p.m. 

Lutheran Women in Mission (April 16)           7:00 p.m. 

Ladies Aid Meeting (April 24)           2:00 p.m. 

DUTY April 7 April 14 April 21 6:30 am April 21 9:00 am 

Organist Jolene Reetz Jayne VanAsperen Jayne VanAsperen Jolene Reetz 

Elders Roger Koch Gary Meinke Todd Hoyer Roger Koch 

Greeters 

Mr & Mrs Brian 
Persing and Mr & 

Mrs Dean 
Prochnow 

Mr & Mrs Del 
Reiss, Marianne 

Tesar, Diane 
Gropp 

Mr & Mrs Brent 
Wohl and Mr & 
Mrs Todd Hoyer 

Mr & Mrs Larry 
Pomajzl and Mr & 
Mrs Elmer Reetz 

Acolytes 
Mersadies  

Kvasnicka & Cole 
Novak 

Colton Homolka, 
Calen Homolka, 

Madison  
Hestermann 

Skye Hoyer, Ted 
Muff, Mersadies 

Kvasnicka 

Katelyn Novak, 
Cole Novak, Madi-

son Hestermann 

April 28 

Jolene Reetz 

Gary Meinke 

Mr & Mrs Rollo 
Schultz, Chris 

Hollman, Diane 
Kouba 

Kian Morris & 
Jordyn Adam 

THOSE SERVING DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL 
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From the elder’s 

To the members of St. John,  

As we are coming to the end of one of the hardest winters in quite a few years—-the cold temperatures and large amounts of 
snow fall.  Except for talking about it AND moving the snow AND adding more clothes to keep warm, we have no control 
over the weather!  Sometimes it can be a blessing not to be so busy outside running here and there so we can spend more time 
in studying God’s word and strengthening our family ties and visiting with our church family.  Maybe this was God’s plan for 
us all along to recharge our lives and to put God as number one back in our lives. 

If church gets cancelled, or you’re not feeling well, or even if you know of someone homebound, a good Sunday program to 
watch is “Main Street Living”.  It is a Missouri Synod church service and is on at 10:30 a.m. on Channel 8 KLKN. 

Also, please try to be involved with the Lenten Services and the Holy Week Services, which are coming up in the middle of 
April to thank and worship our Savior Jesus Christ. 

The Elders 
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MELT-IN-YOUR-MOUTH SUGAR COOKIES 

1 cup butter    1 cup salad oil 

1 cup white sugar    2 tsp vanilla 

1 cup powdered sugar   4 cup plus 4 Tblsp flour 

2 well-beaten eggs   1 tsp baking soda 

1 tsp salt     1 tsp cream of tartar 

Cream together butter and both sugars.  Add 2 well-beaten eggs and salt and mix.  Add salad oil and vanilla.  Sift to-
gether flour, soda and cream of tartar; add to wet ingredients and mix.  Place spoonful of dough on cookie sheet.  Press 
flat with bottom of glass that has been buttered and then dipped in sugar.  Bake in 350 oven for 8 to 10 minutes (or 
when the edge starts turning golden).   


